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Clever corner 
storage

              hard to believe, but this sunny kitchen was once a cramped, dysfunctional space.

 
new kitchen,

fresh start 

Easier rinsing! 
A pull-down 

gooseneck faucet 

Dishcloths 
at the ready
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kitchen chronicles



after

2 Multipurpose island
bria and michael had always 
wanted a prep space where the 
kids could also eat. Lisa created 
the island by having a durable zinc 
top mounted on a weathered-oak 
restoration hardware cabinet. 
barstools easily scoot underneath 
the 3 1/2-foot-tall countertop.

1 Decorative X-column
a partial wall blocked off the 
kitchen from the living and dining 
areas, so bria had it knocked 
down. she replaced it with a 
wooden X-brace that supports 
the roof, but since it’s not solid, 
she can keep an eye on the twins 
while she’s cooking.

Protective 
edge 

a steel covering 
prevents damage 
from kicking feet.

Pendants
the barn Light electric jumbo 
fixtures are on dimmers: bright 
for cooking, soft for dining. 

 b efore her husband passed 

away, Bria Weldon didn’t 

spend much time in the kitchen. 

Her husband, Michael, had always 

been the chef in the family. Although 

the couple had often talked about 

transforming their cramped San 

Rafael, CA, kitchen, between work 

and raising their twins, time was 

just always too tight. But when 

Bria, an advertising exec, became 

a single mom to Kai and Graysen, 

she knew she had to figure out a 

way to make the space work for her. 

“Once the family meals became my 

responsibility, I realized just how 

frustrating our old kitchen was.” 

With the help of her friend, designer 

Lisa Collins, she made over the old 

galley kitchen into a happy open 

space that makes cooking a much 

more enjoyable experience. “I know 

Michael would have loved it too.”
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Cabinets
the dark ikea 
cupboards look 
sleek with a 
stainless steel 
backsplash. 
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3 Bright red seats
bria was totally on board with Lisa’s 
idea that the space be calming and 
neutral, but she didn’t want it to be 
plain. so she added red metal 
stools from Wayfair. since the 
twins love to sit and swivel, Lisa 
added a steel kickplate to protect 
the bottom of the island.

4 New cabinets
Custom cabinets could have 
come into play, but ikea akurum 
cupboards with blackish brown 
doors—at a fraction of the cost—
were a smarter pick. the savings 
meant bria could put in a white-
oak-veneered floor from tesoro 
Woods and buy her dream sink.

5 Paneled wall
Lisa suggested adding wood siding 
on the back wall—it goes nicely 
with the vaulted, beamed ceiling 
that was already in the kitchen. 
the wood is painted pale gray with 
a semigloss finish (distant gray by 
benjamin moore) to contrast with 
the dark, matte cabinets.

6 Farmhouse sink
the pegasus Farmer apron Front 
sink—from the home depot—
was at the top of bria’s wish list, 
and not just for its good looks. 
because it’s so deep, it does a 
great job hiding dirty dishes. “i like 
to at least have the illusion of 
cleanliness!” bria says.

Wall organizers
smart space-savers! the 
metal mug rack and paper-
towel holder are from ikea. 

3

6

4

5

For shopping sourCes, see page 178. 
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striped rug
Gradated stripe 
cotton 2' x 3' 
dhurrie, $19, 
westelm.com

industrial  
pendant

Ivanhoe Wilcox 
pendant, $195, 

barnlight 
electric.com

adjustable 
seat

Carolina Cottage 
barstool, adjusts 

from 19 1/2" to 
27 1/2", $89.50, 

wayfair.com 

red  
planter

Dynamic Design 
high-gloss 7 1/8"-tall 

planter, $1.50, 
farmandfleet.com

pull-down faucet
American Standard Pekoe 
polished chrome faucet, 
$338, lowes.com

step stool
KidKraft Step ’n Store,  
$30, bedbathand 
beyond.com

now get the Look!
kitchen chronicles

It’s Thanksgiving Food.

Special 
occasion food...

anytime.

It’s Sunday Food.

It’s Holiday Food.
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